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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 
news. And unfortunately much reporting is under the pressures of narrow provincialism and our traditional prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 
threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and forecasts 
drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent in war and 
in communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?” 


Many people in various communities find ways to offer a living 
testimony to their faith in love and goodwill. 

Peace Vigil: A new Titan intercontinental missile base is being 
located near the Hutchinson, Kans., area. Students from nearby McPher- 
son College are soliciting the cooperation of church members of all de- 
nominations in bearing witness against the establishment of this center of 
destruction which is aimed at the cities of Russia. Large groups have stood 
at the entrance of the base in silent non-violent witness, carrying placards 
stating their objections to the building of the base, along with statements 
of love and goodwill for all mankind. 


Members of this Movement For 
Peace are sending letters to Con- 
gressmen and to newspapers in all 
the nearby areas to protest the 
building of such bases. Many more 
pilgrimages are being planned to 
the missile base from points in Kan- 
sas and beyond. Whether or not we 
agree with the objectives of this 
Movement For Peace, we must rec- 
ognize that this is a vital way of 
keeping democracy alive and the 
nation’s conscience alert when other- 
wise the trend would be towards 
silent conformity to the deadening 
weight of military totalitarianism. 

Pageants for Peace have been de- 
veloped to cultivate a larger under- 
standing of the problems of peace. 
The pageants are presented in co- 
operation with local groups con- 
cerned with international brother- 
hood, race relations, technical and 
scientific problems for rebuilding 
underdeveloped areas. 

The first really large-scale event 
of this kind on the West Coast was 
the Festival of Faith held in con- 
nection with the 10th anniversary 
of the birth of the United Nations 
in San Francisco. The event filled 
16,000 seats at the famous Cow 
Palace. The Pomona community in 
Southern California has presented 
a similar pageant sponsored by some 
50 organizations and attended by 
over 2500 people. Other California 
communities are planning activities 
of this type, some for one evening 
only, some for several days. For 
further information, write to Pag- 
eants for Peace, 7367 Hollywood 
Blvd., Los Angeles 46, California. 


Lobby For Peace: Dr. Robert 
Schutz, former Federal Reserve 
Bank economist, will go to Wash- 


ington next month as northern Cal- 
ifornia’s first citizens’ lobbyist for 
peace. He has been employed by a 
group of about 100 persons, both 
liberals and conservatives, including 
college’ professors, chicken farmers, 
laborers, doctors and housewives, 
who have formed an organization 
called “Lobby for Peace (Northern 
California)”. This lobby is financed 
by pledges of from $1. to $30. per 
month. The group hopes that at 
least three more lobbyists can be 
sent from northern California, and 
that other areas of the country will 
take up the plan. 


Dr. Schutz’s job will be to bring 
the concerns of his group, on issues 
such as disarmament and bomb- 
testing, to the Congressmen from the 
14 districts of northern California, 
and report back to the people 
through radio and press. He sparked 
the program with a series of ten 
broadcasts over KPFA. Now as a 
paid advocate he will argue the case 
continuously in Washington, New 
York and Geneva. 

Lobby For Peace has also em- 
ployed a San Francisco attorney 
as its executive secre’ary. Perman- 
ent headquarters are located at 345 
Franklin St., San Francisco 2, Calif. 


Betraying the Senecas 


The Soviet Union is often justly 
accused of breaking treaties. But 
when we indict the Russians, it is 
usually with a sanctimonious air. We 
even conveniently ignore our cur- 
rent violation of the World War II 
peace pact in which we pledged to 
keep Germany and Japan “disarmed 
forever.” 


The reputation of the U. S. is es- 
(continued second col., NEXT page) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


PRESSING REAPPRAISAL 


HE American people and their leaders must adjust to a new world- 

power relationship — or atomic war might become unavoidable. We 
have published data on this area of tension on previous occasions, but the 
situation in some respects becomes more critical week by week. 

THE OVERWHELMING ADVANTAGES IN MILITARY 
POWER which the U. S. has enjoyed for several years (atomic arsenals, 
navies, long-range air power several times that of the Soviet) permitted 
tactical postures and political attitudes on our part which we came to 
accept as normal. We have staged military maneuvers all along the Soviet 
borders, maintained air reconnaissance over Russia’s heartland, launched 
squadrons of bombers loaded with hydrogen weapons on practice runs 
close to the Soviet frontier — all with impunity for the simple reason that 
the Russians could do nothing to prevent it. 

IN THE LAST TWELVE MONTHS, however, the Soviet Union 
has perfected an array of tactical atomic weapons and rocketry that puts 
them on a par with the best of U. S. equipment and renders the U. S. bases 
near Russia obsolete death traps—a fact our military won’t face; too 
many lush foreign command posts involved. In about five years, however, 
we'll be quietly dismantling these bases. 

THE CAPACITY FOR FULL RETALIATION, which the 
U.S.S.R. has recently achieved, is responsible for the bombastic threats 
by the Kremlin top brass (that the Russians will shoot down any plane 
crossing their frontier and destroy any U. S. base on foreign soil that men- 
aces them, etc.) American experts on Soviet life largely do not believe that 
the Russians are bluffing, for now, when they have the power to implement 
these threats, the Red defense chiefs must be expected to react to the 
violations of their frontier in the same way as would our own military. 
(Our military extremists never seem to grasp the difference between build- 
ing barriers against Communist expansion and threatening Russia’s national 
life by overt military gestures of our own —a brand of primitive thinking 
that goes back 3000 years to an era when a thief was punished by the 
threatened slaughter of his family.) 


PRE-EMPTIVE PREVENTIVE WAR 
PRINGING out of this reappraisal, which is being forced upon the 
American mind, comes a new wave of agitation about “pre-emptive” 
war — a label of respectability that has been plastered over the potent 
“preventive” war intoxicant. A drive has been on in Congress to rally sup- 
port for pre-emptive preventive war, with much discussion of a statement 
made by the influential Appropriations Committee of the House in clear- 
ing the new defense budget: “Until now it has been the policy of our Gov- 
ernment that we could never initiate a war, at least not a nuclear war. In 
the final analysis, to effectively deter a would-be aggressor, we should now 
maintain our armed forces in such a way....that should it ever become 
obvious that an attack upon us or our allies is imminent, we can launch 
an attack before the aggressor has hit either us or our allies.” 
POPULAR PUBLICATIONS have taken up the theme. The U. S. 
News and World Report has, on occasion, pressed the pre-emptive pre- 
ventive war theory. Time Magazine, in a recent issue, noted with satisfac- 
tion that the Administration was moving towards ideas of “a pre-emptive” 
war. Although Time admitted that “the U. S. attack might have to be de- 
livered without benefit of Congressional declaration of war....a heavy 
responsibility would be on the decision-makers, the President and top mil- 
itary, to be sure they were not wrong about the enemy’s intentions.” 
PRE-EMPTIVE PREVENTIVE WAR is not only a complete 


negation of all our religious and democratic ideals but it is a final fatal 
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thrust at the Charter of the United Nations, the only instrumentality yet 
devised to end the increasingly destructive curse of war. It also threatens 
a deadly blow to the American Constitution which states that only Con- 
gress has the power to declare war, not the President or the military es- 
tablishments. By placing in the hands of a few the power to decide when, 
where and why war should be started, with the authority to withhold infor- 
mation which this policy necessitates, we are well on the road to a form 
of society but little dissimilar from that of the Soviet Union. 


THIS HAIR-TRIGGER MOOD has already been expressed by some U. S. military com- 
manders. Gen. David Wade, Commander of a missile base, recently said, ‘By all odds the most 
important aspect of our mission is its growing ability to launch in anger and in a very few 
minutes notice.’’ (Wash. Post, May 8.) Gen. T. D. White, Chief of the U. S. Air Force, “"We know 
where their major air bases are; where their major government control centers are; where their 
air defense centers are; where their sensitive industrial centers are; where their gasoline refin- 
eries and storage sites are — we are ready.” (This statement was made before the House Appro- 
priations Committee.) All this as if they were only touching cff fireworks by the old mill pond 
for the kids, instead of a holocaust that would kill at least 65 millian Americans, 100 million 
Russians, with untold agcny and destruction to be endured by the living. (See Bulletin of 
Atomic Scientists, Jan. 1958, for tabulations.) 


WAR BY ACCIDENT 


HERE are two main dangers in this new pre-emptive preventive war 

passion: 1.) It pitches the war fevers and the sheer mechanics of attack 
and counter-attack to such a high level of tension and split-second timing 
that war by accident becomes not possible but probable. This is fully ad- 
mitted by the military men who speak responsibly and not in the spirit of 
juvenile braggadocio indulged in by other top brass. Adm. J. H. Sides, in 
discussing the problem of spotting and firing of enemy missiles, said, “It is 
felt by many that the chance for mistaken identity, false electronic calcu- 
lations, and other kinds of false alarms, might dictate that we must wait 
until the warhead has landed within our boundaries before we could retal- 
iate.”’ (Christian Science Monitor, May 25, ’59.) Said Gen. Lauris Norstad, 
the Supreme Allied Commander in Europe, “The greatest danger of war 
lies in the possibility that a probing operation seeking to exploit weakness 
of the opposition might get out of hand as a result of some miscalculation.” 
(N. Y. Herald Tribune, June 6, ’59.) Add to this the many well-known 
calamitous incidents in military circles due to drunkenness and neurotic 
behavior, and the probability of war by accident is beyond dispute if we 
are to live in a pre-emptive preventive war atmosphere. 


2.) Pre-emptive preventive war rests entirely on the quality of mil- 
itary intelligence. If military intelligence turns out to be wrong, it will be 
too late for correction. The errors and inadequacies of U. S. military in- 
telligence during the past twelve months alone are sufficient to damn all 
arguments that the U. S. security can safely rely on our spy system. The 
Senate hearings on the debacle over the U. S. recconnaissance plane 
downed in Russia emphasized the failures and shortcomings between U. S. 
intelligence and our high political and military command — the very area 
where atomic war by accident is most likely to be sparked. U. S. intelligence 
forces were also admittedly unprepared for the recent upheaval of the 
Menderes Government in Turkey. Likewise, our intelligence forces were 
entirely unaware of a pending blow-up in Korea. These are not secondary 
issues; South Korea and Turkey are foremost bastions of U. S. defense, yet 
U. S. military intelligence grossly failed to evaluate these situations, re- 
sulting in serious threats to the U. S. military positions. A long list of mil- 
itary tragedies where thousands of Americans have died due to faulty 
U. S. intelligence may be cited....from Pearl Harbor to Yalu River. 
What hope would there be if peace only rested on such foundations? 


WILL RUSSIA ATTACK? — TRUE OR FALSE 


HE pre-emptive preventive war philosophy rests upon the thesis that 
the Russians are likely to make a sudden attack. The military extrem- 
ists play this theme continuously. More rational military minds who also 
have positions of leadership in the Pentagon seem to be shunted aside or 
shouted down by the fanatics in and out of uniform. But their more bal- 
anced factual opinions, which rarely make the headlines, strike a very 
different note. The U. S. Army Information Digest (June issue) presented 
a report titled Soviet Attitudes on the Use of Military Power which em- 
phasizes evidence that a surprise attack is not favored by the Russians. 
This report discusses the men in the Kremlin as “hard boiled realists 
who seek to spread the Communist world revolution but who are also 
thoroughly familiar with the political, economic and military facts of the 
nuclear age. They appreciate fully the destructiveness of nuclear weapons 
and while seemingly sure of their own strength, evidently realize that the 
U.S.S.R. could not escape damaging counter blows in a war with the U. S.” 
Khrushchev is quoted at length as rejecting the theme that a nuclear war 
could bring any good to the Soviet Union or to the Communist world in 
general. “Moscow does not appear to be undertaking the extremely expen- 
sive task of developing military might capable of eliminating at a first 
strike the ability of the West to retaliate.” This Army publication con- 
cludes that Soviet leaders evidently consider it more essential to their 
(continued first col, NEXT page) 
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Betraying the Senecas 


pecially bad in the eyes of historians 
in regard to our treaties with the 
American Indians. One of the most 
flagrant of such violations is now 
threatening the Seneca Nation in 
western New York. The Senecas 
have a reservation along the Alle- 
gheny River which was assured to 
them by a Federal treaty signed by 
George Washington. The Senccas 
once owned a much larger area, but 
surrendered most of it to the U. S. 
on the assurance that the small re- 
maining part would be theirs to en- 
joy “as long as the sun shall rise.” 

Now the U. S. Corps of Engineers 
plans a dam on the Allegheny which 
would flood nearly all this reserva- 
tion. The Senecas have a strong 
attachment for what remains of their 
ancestral home. They sought white 
friends for advice, among them 
Arthur E. Morgan, noted engineer 
and authority on water resources. 
He iold them that if this dam were 
essential to the protection of a great 
city such as Pittsburgh they should 
not object. They nevertheless asked 
him to look into the matter. 

Mr. Morgan discovered a rare 
geological structure, ignored by the 
Army engineers. In pre-glacial times 
the Allegheny flowed north. The 
glaciers dug a great hole and pushed 
up a dyke, turning the river south. 
By simply cutting through that dyke 
and using the “hole” (a near-useless 
swamp) for a reservoir, the engineers 
could make possible the storage of 
three times as much flood water as 
by the Army’s proposed Kinzua dam 
and at less cost. 

What the Senecas are asking — 
and all they are asking —is that 
this alternative, the Conewango- 


Cattaraugus plan, be given a fully 
impartial and competent examina- 
tion before a decision is made. De- 
spite contrary statements by the 
Corps of Engineers, there never has 
been an adequate study. Mr. Morgan 
and Seneca leaders have appealed 


(continued) 


to all friends of justice and of the 
Indians for support. The Army En- 
gineers, prodded by the commercial 
engineering firm who made their 
survey, are strenuously opposing 
this alternate plan. Also, multi-mil- 
lion dollar real estate interests in 
Pittsburgh want the original Army 
engineering plan to go through for 
their own reasons. Those interested 
should express concern by writing to 
their representatives in Washington. 


Religion and Politics 


A smiling, youthful, plump little 
man who abandoned his place as a 
leading political figure in Asia four 
years ago to devote himself to 
Buddhist meditation and prayer, is 
re-emerging as one of the most 
forceful leaders of the Far East. 
U Nu of Burma was premier of his 
country from 1947 through 1956 
after being the leader of the under- 
ground war against Japan during 
World War II. He was one of the 
Asian leaders who called the Ban- 
dung Conference of Asian and Af- 
rican nations in 1955. 

Press reports from Tokyo, where 
U Nu journeyed to re-establish 
friendly trade relations with the Jap- 
anese, describe the growing con- 
fidence which Asians (most of whom 
are Buddhists) feel toward his lead- 
ership. U Nu will again become a 
leading voice in Afro-Asian unity, 
for his years devoted to prayer and 
meditation will greatly enhance his 
prestige and influence among Hin- 
dus, Moslems and all other Asians 
—as well as the millions of Bud- 
dhists. This spiritual consideration 
injects itself into political life in 
Asia in a way entirely unknown in 
the “Christian” West. 

Since Burma has managed to re- 
main free of any alliance with the 
U. S. military, the leadership of 
U Nu will be especially important 
in the strategic uncommitted areas 
of Asia and Africa. 
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longer range plan to fulfill their ambitions through economic programs. 
Again we ask why such factual analyses seldom if ever are reported in the 
press while all the headlines go to the military and political hot-rods? 

THE NOTED BRITISH TACTICIAN, J. M. Mackintosh, re- 
garded by many in he Western world as the most authoritative expert on 
Soviet military affairs, recently discussed in a similar survey the theory that 
the Russians were preparing to attack the West and stated that this inter- 
pretation is a “misreading of the Russian character....I don’t think that 
is the way the Soviet Government or Khrushchev thinks.” Out of his long 
studies of Russian military thinking, Mr. Mackintosh relates that he had 
found no evidence of the Russians ever having planned aggressions against 
the West through a military assault. “They think of the use of their military 
power only in defensive terms. ...and what will help their political aims, 
which is, after all, most important to them.” (See BTL, Oc . 15, °59.) 

YET, DESPITE THESE AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENTS by 
the highest authorities on military affairs, a powerful and determined bloc 
of our military and political leadership, vigorously supported by the plane, 
missile and other arms industries, are campaigning to create a pre-emptive 
preventive war psychology in the public mind. In terms of the preservation 
of the life, resources and welfare of our country, here is the pivotal element: 
If there is anything truly subversive going on in this country that should be 
investigated — this is it! (Watch for an analysis of Pre-emptive War and 
Civil Defense in our next issue.) 


CASTRO CROSSES RUBICON 


Before leaving for South America, the editor of this Newsletter gave considerable 
attention to the cultivation of our sources of information in Cuba, for his travels in Latin Amer- 
ica are to be chiefly concerned with a study of the influence of the Cuban revolution through- 
out those areas. The following is a digest of the Cuban observations. (Wherever pzssible, we 
have added sources of record available in this country to confirm this report.) 


OW that the sugar harvest is in, Fidel Castro will proceed to con- 

fiscate some 2,650,000 acres of the richest land in Cuba, owned chief- 
ly by U. S. financial interests. This Newsletter forecast some months ago 
that when Castro crosses this Rubicon, U. S. headlines would burst afresh 
into distortions and exaggerations that can only enflame the Caribbean 
situation further and endanger U. S. relations with all Latin America. This 
will be the second and most vital phase of the Cuban revolution — the 
reorganization of the nation’s whole economy, literally from the ground 
up. When Castro has taken this step, there can be no turning back as has 
been demonstrated by the history of the revolutions in China, Mexico, 
Russia, France. Historians are warning, therefore, that what is happening 
in Cuba is the real thing and that attempts to get rid of Castro will restore 


no hing, just as the early death of Lenin did not restore tzarism. 

THE LEADING U. S. SUGAR CORPORATIONS, whose prorerty will be confiscated, include 
the Atlantic Sugar Company, the Cuban-American Sugar Company, the American Sugar Refining 
Co., United Fruit Co., West Indies Sugar Co., and others, whose property holdings range from 
260,000 acres to 600,000 acres each. The companies will be permitted to continue orerating their 
sugar mills but they must buy their sugar from the new large sugar cane cooperatives composed 
of the confiscated prcperties. There are predictions that the U. S. investors will be eventually 
squeezed out of the ownership of the mills. 


Neither the U. S. Government nor any U. S. citizens can challenge 
the soverign right of the Cuban Government to expropriate foreign-owned 
property, although they can and are protesting the manner in which the 
expropriations are made and the prices paid for the land. While the pro- 
tests of the U. S. owners over the rate of compensation being offered for 
the land have filled our press, little is reported of Castro’s counter charge 
that the appraisals are based on the evaluations the U. S. owners had them- 
selves enforced upon the previous weak Cuban Governments to keep taxes 
absurdly low. And the Cuban people are kept constantly aware that the 
land was bought generations ago at extremely low prices. When the U. S. 
owners speak of the great sums spent to develop the land and the sugar 
refining plants, the Cubans point to the rich profits garnered from these 
properties, most of which are siphoned abroad with little benefit accruing 
to the Cubans. Joseph Newman of the N. Y. Herald Tribune, writing from 
Havana April 21, gives figures showing that the Castro regime is preparing 
to pay $46 million on properties which the U. S. owners claim is worth 
$220 million. The $46 million will be financed by 20 year Government 
bonds bearing 4'2 per cent interest. 

THE PROPAGANDA ABOUT CASTRO'S BEING FINANCED 
by the U. S. sugar subsidies, totalling over $130,000,000., has backfired. 
When some Congressmen started a drive to demolish this subsidy, it was 
discovered to the embarrassment of all that the 2.38 cents per pound sub- 
sidy does not go to the Cuban Government but directly to the American 
sugar interests operating in Cuba! So the sugar lobby in Washington quick- 
ly stopped the move, at least until the U. S. companies are out. (N. Y. Post, 
Mar. 10.) Even when and if the U. S. owners are driven out, veteran 
American observers in Havana warn that to cut the subsidy would simply 
mean the prompt enlargement of the sale of Cuban sugar to the Soviet and 
Red China. While these sales would be at the lower world price, the in- 
creased amounts of sugar sold would easily compensate for the loss of the 
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The Consumer In Capitalism 


The most important factor in the current economic picture is the 
strategic place of the consumer. Some are calling this “the year of the con- 
sumer” because so much of the economic news, Congressional investiga- 
tions and pending Government action has centered on the consumer’s 
problems. 

The consumer’s difficulties arise largely out of the failure of our 
Government to establish a Department of the Consumer. There is a Dept. 
of Agriculture, a Dept. of Revenue, a Dept. of Health, Education and Wel- 
fare and other departments covering almost everything else. But large 
corporations have quite generally opposed all previous suggestions for a 
department to guard the interests of the consumer, just as they are now 
opposing Sen. Kefauver's current proposals along this line, as a result of 
the many abuses of consumer rights which the Kefauver Senate subcom- 


mittee investigations have disclosed. 


The American family has had 
only two government agencies con- 
cerned with its welfare — the Food 
and Drug Administration and the 
Federal Trade Commission which 
operate under the Dept. of Health, 
Education and Welfare. These gov- 
ernment organizations, supposedly 
created to protect the consumer, 
have always been grossly under- 
staffed, with big business lobbies in 
Congress fighting every appropria- 
tion to increase their staffs and ef- 
ficiency. Moreover, these organiza- 
tions often have been headed up by 
political appointees who had cozy 
and profitable associations with the 
very industries they were policing! 

The most recent expose has to do 
with the case of Dr. Henry Welsh 
of the Federal Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration, who was _ responsible 
for supervising the drug manufac- 
turers in the production and sale of 
antibiotics. Under the relentless 
prodding of Sen. Kefauver, it was 
revealed that Dr. Welsh had re- 
ceived $287,000. in extra income 
during the last four years for side- 
line editorial duties associated with 
the drug corporations he was sup- 
posed to police. The country has 
been shocked by this and the other 
avaricious records of the major drug 
firms whose eagerness to squeeze 
the highest profit margins from the 
ailing and sick presents a sordid 
record of business irresponsibility. 
Much of the high cost of drugs was 
found to be caused by the millions 
spent to swamp doctors with adver- 
tising and personal cultivation to 
sell the trade names of basic anti- 
biotics so that in writing prescrip- 
tions the doctors would call for the 
manufacturer’s special product, pric- 
ed many times above the justifiable 
mark-up for the basic drugs. Thus 
the retail druggist as well as the con- 
sumer is victimized by overpricing. 

Another instance where the con- 
sumer was exposed with none to 
defend him was in the campaign by 
the meat packers to scuttle the Fed- 
eral requirement that lamb be grad- 
ed separate from mutton. The pack- 
ers were able to win the cooperation 
of Secretary of Agriculture Benson 
in this battle against consumers. Had 
it not been for the representatives 
of organized labor in Washington, 
and a few others, the next time you 


bought lamb chops, you might be 
getting antiquated mut.on, labelled 
by the packers, chain stores and dis- 
tributors as it pleased them. 

A similar situation exists in the 
relation of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission with the TV 
quiz and payola scandals. It was re- 
vealed that FCC officials who were 
supposed to have regulated these 
industries were palsy-walsy with the 
TV industry and management lead- 
ers who perpetrated these frauds 
upon the public. FCC officials were 
recipients of lucrative favors and 
were beholden to the communica- 
tions industry on many counts. 

If most of the press were not 
owned by wealthy ultra conserva- 
tives, the scandals in the last two 
years along the above lines would 
have been much more factually re- 
ported, for they tower far above the 
deep freeze mink coat exposes which 
were headlined for months on end 
during the Truman Administration. 

The Advertising Federation of 
America, a key organization in the 
promotion and distribution of all 
consumer goods, made a surprise 
move at their recent annual con- 
vention, when they released a 56- 
page Advertising Truth Book. The 
AFA intends to push this Truth 
Book by way of applying self dis- 
cipline to the advertising fraternity. 

Industry itself has brought about 
commendable reforms in many in- 
stances, such as advertising of cig- 
arettes, patent medicines and certain 
other products. Gone are the days 
when one had to endure obvious 
blatant lies about cigarettes, filter 
tips, tooth paste and other products. 
It is gratifying to know that most 
of these changes have come from 
within the industry itself. But will 
this self reform go far enough? 

As our total economy simmers 
down to tighter margins of profits 
and savings for all, honesty in what 
we buy and sell becomes a major 
economic factor; it makes up the 
difference between a good life or a 
steady decline in standards of living. 
It is these margins, which we can so 
easily lose, that provide for educa- 
tion, protection for old age and the 
other amenities that lift us above 
mere sustenance. False advertising, 
fraudulent packaging and shoddy 
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U. S. subsidy, for, like U. S. agriculture, Cuba could produce much more 
sugar if there were a market for it. 

THE BIG QUESTION REMAINS —is Castro a Communist? 
And because of the distortions prevailing on this question, U. S. attitudes 
make a realistic U. S. policy almost impossible. Herbert Matthews, a mem- 
ber of the N. Y. Times editorial board, long time correspondent in Latin 
America and the first American writer to interview Castro in his Sierra 
Maestra hide-out, has said, “In my thirty years on the N. Y. Times, I have 
never seen a big story so badly handled, so misunderstood and so misinter- 
preted as the Cuban revolution.” He stated that the menace to the UV. S. 
from communism in Cuba has been greatly exaggerated. Those who have 
known Castro well, his temperament, his rampant egoism, describe him 
as entirely unsuited for the unwavering devotion and strict discipline the 
party requires. 

A TOP OFFICIAL OF U. S. CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCY, Gen. C. P. Cabell, says, “Our information shows that the Cuban 
Communists do not consider Castro a Communist party member or even a 
pro-Communist. The Communists regard him as the leader of a nationalist, 
democratic bourgeoisie (a hated word in Marxist jargon — Ed.) which 
precedes the Communists’ rise to power.” This does mean that, if Castro 
is driven out, the Communists might attempt to seize power in the chaos 
that would ensue and might succeed unless Castro were replaced by leader- 
ship that guarantees the impoverished and long-exploited people of Cuba 
the fruits of the revolution. (Any rational analysis of Castro’s land reform 
reveals how far different it is from the Marxist collectivism of Russia and 
China where the land-owning class was completely wiped out, all land col- 
lectivized. In Cuba each land-owning family that crops their land is per- 
mitted to retain 1000 acres and in ranching and other areas, 3000 acres per 
family. This is a far cry from the Soviet-China system. 

THE FATAL ERROR in the thinking of most U. S. critics of Cas- 
tro is that they do not differentiate between stopping Castro and stopping 
the Cuban revolution. When such publications as the U. S. News & World 
Report run distorted headlines about Castro’s “communistic land-grab- 
bing,” no word is said about the long record of political corruption in which 
the U. S. interests have collaborated in their relations with the political 
regimes that preceded Castro or of the extreme poverty perpetuated by the 
exploitation of Cuba’s soil and peasantry by the one-crop sugar industry 
—and other injustices. Because Castro promises to correct these condi- 
tions, he still holds the unbounded devotion of most Cubans. And little is 
said in our press of the rather startling progress Castro has made in the 
single hectic year of his rule. Large areas of slums, both rural and urban, 
have already been replaced by housing projects, providing neat four room 
modern apartments at rentals much less than was previously paid for the 
vermin-and-filth-infested tenaments, many of which went back to the 
Spanish colonial days. (N. Y. Times, Apr. 21.) The transformation of Cuba 
from the one-crop economy to a productive diverse agricultural economy 
with a much higher standard of living for the people on the soil has been 
advanced far enough in one year to maintain strong support of Castro’s 
regime in most rural areas. 

CASTRO’S OBVIOUS WEAKNESSES make it quite possible that 
he will be displaced or overthrown. The failure to hold elections, the gen- 
eral arming of his civilian followers has stirred much fear and resentment, 
along with the suppression of opposition groups. Most important of all has 
been the emergence of some anti-Communist student organizations at 
Havana University. These students have not as yet become stridently anti- 
Castro although they have lately ceremoniously burned copies of Castro’s 
publication Revolucion, as they burned the Communist daily Hoy. Unless 
Castro respectfully takes notice of this student trend and meets the anti- 
Communist sentiment with understanding, he'll be in trouble, for the 
Communists have not been able to capture the student mind. But the stu- 
dents are not against the revolution — in fact they provided most of Cas- 
tro’s early support. They would quickly rally to him again at the first sign 
that the old landowners were about to re-establish the political conditions 
against which Castro revolted. 

CASTRO'S RELATION TO THE ROMAN CHURCH is a key 
point. So far the church has not spoken out against him although it has 
issued stern warnings against communism. Since the church has been to 
a considerable extent favored with liberal leadership and is nominally sup- 
ported by most of the same throngs of underprivileged who still ardently 
support Castro, the church provides something of a barrier against Cuba’s 
going Communist. However, the Catholic Church is less influential in Cuba 
than in any other Latin American country. (One evidence of this — the easy 
divorce laws in Cuba and the practice of divorce and re-marriage among 
prominent Cubans. Both Batista and Castro have been divorced.) 

Meanwhile, there has been no sign that Castro is turning against 
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quality, exorbitant service charges 
for time payments can destroy — 
subtly but surely — that thin margin 
of prosperity enjoyed by most 
American families. 

The lobbies in Washington which 
represent the food processors, drug 
manufacturers, giant chain stores, 
packers, etc., will keep their Con- 
gressmen fighting to prevent bills 
being passed to aid the consumer. 
Until a Dept. for the Consumer is 
established, no one can help the con- 
sumer except YOU, as you keep in- 
formed of pending legislation, and 
write letters of protest to business 
managers, radio and TV Stations, 
newspapers, editors and your repre- 
sentatives in Washington whenever 
you encounter an unfair or harmful 
practice. The only substitute for the 
participation of responsible citizens 
in these affairs is a dictatorship over 
the total economy. 


Nutrition Miracle 


Great strides have been made by 
the Institute of Nutrition of Central 
America in achieving a_ break- 
through in the struggle against mal- 
nutrition so prevalent throughout 
Latin America. The findings of the 
Institute will have importance for 
the whole world since this organ- 
ization has developed a formula 
called Incaparina which provides 
the necessary food clements for in- 
fants and children at only three 
cents a day! 

The Incaparina formula is simple; 
it is composed of the flour of corn, 
sorghum and cottonseed with brew- 
er’s yeast and small amounts of 
vitamin A added. The mixture is 
soluble in water and can be mixed 
into other foods. Milk costs at least 
five times as much, yet the nourish- 
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ment content of milk is only a 
fraction of the complete diet pro- 
vided by Incaparina. For poor fam- 
ilies in undeveloped countries the 
cost of milk is staggering and milk 
is often produced and distributed 
under conditions that make it po- 
tentially as dangerous as malnu- 
trition itself. 

The infant mortality rate in Guat- 
emala, where the Institute has car- 
ried out its research, is 126 per 1000 
among children under a year old, 
compared to 26 per 1000 in the 
U.S. The mortality rate of children 
one to six years old is 42 per 1000 
compared to 1.9 per 1000 in the 
U. S. Malnutrition in Guatemala 
and elsewhere in Central America 
is responsible for about 90 per cent 
of the deaths in the one to five 
year age group. 





Second Reading .... “Not 
many books do I read a second 
time,” writes a businessman. “But 
Journey Into Light is one that 
starts so many new fresh lines of 
thought that a second reading 
becomes double pleasure.” 


Important Choices... . “Since 
reading Journey Into Light, I no 
longer feel lost in a chaotic mean- 
ingless world,” writes a house- 
wife. “I am finding myself to be 
an important part of a world that 
is making the most important 
choices in its history.” 

Journey Into Light, Charles A. Wells’ 
most recent book. Handsomely printed in 


hard-cover binding. Illustrated by the au- 
thor. 142 pages, $2.50, pp. 


Think On These Things. a collection of 
Mr. Wells’ drawings with pertinent com- 
ments. Attractive. heavy paper binding, 87 
pages, only $1. pp. 


Order from Between The Lines Press, 152 
Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 
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the church; it is most unlikely that Castro has any notion of willingly sur- 
rendering leadership to the Reds. The aim appears to be a Socialist type of 
mixed economy, partially state-owned, with free enterprise activities oper- 
ating alongside cooperatively owned agricultural and business industries. 
Such a course is hard for North Americans to understand, for it would 
seem that one of the long objectives of our press has been never to let the 
American public know the difference between Russian Communist col- 
lectivism and the kind of “Socialist” mixed economies which exist in Scan- 
dinavia, to a considerable degree in France, Italy, India, Israel and else- 
where. But whatever Castro’s intentions are, his program must now be 
accelerated and begin to take definite form as the large scale confiscation 
of foreign owned investments gets under way. 

There is grave danger that the Amercian press will make far too 
much of Khrushchev’s visit to Cuba. His trip to Havana will mean no more 
in terms of Communist conquest than his visit to the U. S. In fact, it may 
do much good, for other Latin American countries will be more than ever 
alert to the machinations of the Communist infiltrators. U. S. officialdom 
would be much wiser to attempt to restrain Castro through the Organiza- 
tion of the American States (which includes all Latin America) than 
through the dangerous intelligence (CIA) plotting now going on with the 
“better elements’ of the discredited and exiled Batista regime who have 
flocked to the U. S. — plotting of which Castro is aware and which is an 
important cause of his anti-American fulminations. 


(Mr. Wells’ next report will come from Venezuela, Equador and Peru, with further light 
on the Castro revolution and its influence on the scuthern half of our great hemisphere.) 
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